[Trigeminal Herpes Zoster Presenting with High-intensity Signals for the Spinal Trigeminal Nucleus and Tract on Diffusion-weighted Image: A Case Report of Stroke Mimic].
A 50-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital with dysesthesia on the right upper portion of her face and a headache. Diffusion-weighted brain magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) revealed high-intensity signals in the dorsolateral portion of the medulla oblongata. She was diagnosed with lateral medullary infarction and was intravenously treated with sodium ozagrel. On the second day of hospitalization, she had nausea and vomiting and showed nystagmus to all directions, suggesting damage to the vestibular nucleus. These manifestations coincided with partial symptoms of lateral medullary syndrome. On the third day of hospitalization, a rash appeared on the region of skin innervated by the first and second branches of the right trigeminal nerve. A reevaluation of the MRI findings indicated the presence of a lesion of the right spinal trigeminal nucleus and tract. She was treated with acyclovir for 14 days, and was discharged without any residual symptoms. Varicella zoster virus-DNA was detected in her cerebrospinal fluid. This disease mimics the presentation of a stroke and is important for differential diagnosis. (Received August 1, 2017; Accepted September 14, 2017; Published February 1, 2018).